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Executive Summary

1.1

1.2

This report seeks to inform Middleton Township Elected Members of the 
balance of s.106 Public Open Space contributions held in Middleton 
Township.

This report also seeks approval for the allocation of £17,300 from s.106 Public 
Open Space contributions to environmental improvement projects in the West 
Middleton ward.

Recommendation

2.1

2.2

It is recommended that Member note the current resources held within 
Middleton Township’s s.106 Public Open Space budget.

It is recommended that Members approve the allocation of £17,300 of Public 
Open Space contributions to fund projects identified in this report.

Reason for Recommendation

3.1

3.2

Various reports relating to the setting up of procedures to monitor income and 
spend from planning agreements have been presented to Council committees 
since 2009. There has been broad Member support for improvements and 
greater transparency to be introduced to this process with the intention of 
Township Committees to determine any spend, in accordance with the terms 
of any legal agreements and/or relevant planning policies and to align the use 
of any monies with Township priorities.

Middleton Township Members have previously requested that all s.106 Public 
Open Space funded schemes be approved by Members by way of a report to 
Township Committee. A similar process of reporting exists in all other 
Townships.

Key Points for Consideration



4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

This report sets out the scale of contributions held from s.106 planning 
obligations as of 30th May 2017. This is often referred to as ‘planning gain’ and 
may be received either through the completion of a legal agreement between 
the landowner/developer and the Council, or unilateral undertaking from a 
landowner/developer, both of which are made under s.106 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990, as amended. The purpose of the contribution is to 
mitigate the impact of development as set out in the Council’s Supplementary 
Planning Document concerning contributions of this nature.

The s.106 Public Open Space budget for Middleton Township as of 30th May 
2017 has an unallocated balance of £141,689.91.

Rochdale Council’s Supplementary Planning Document ‘Provision of 
Recreational Open Space in New Housing’, states that contributions may be 
used towards the provision (including 20 years maintenance) and/or 
improvement of open space within 5 years of receipt. In the case of informal 
open space, provision should be within  20 minutes walking distance of the 
development generating the contribution.

Windermere Road / Bowlee Community Park

A project has been devised by the Council’s Environmental Management 
Service to improve the Windermere Road access to Bowlee Community Park, 
including the provision of new fencing and a kissing gate entrance. This will 
improve the management of the area and reduce antisocial behaviour; 
providing a safer and more secure access to recreational open space for local 
residents.

Members are asked to approve the allocation of £10,500 to allow this project 
to proceed.

Latrigg Crescent Gardens For All

A project has been devised by the Council’s Environmental Management 
Service to improve access and security, providing new fencing and an access 
gate to match existing gates and fencing provided as part of another project.

Members are asked to approve the allocation of £6,800 to allow this project to 
proceed.

Alternatives Considered

s.106 Open Space contributions are collected and administered in accordance 
with national and local 

Open Space projects are developed in partnership with Elected Members, the 
public and partner organisations to most effectively use contributions to deliver 
local open space improvements to communities in the Borough. However, 
contributions arising from s.106 Agreements and Unilateral Undertakings must 
be spent within the parameters of those legally binding documents.



Costs and Budget Summary

5.1

5.2

5.3

s.106 Open Space contributions are monitored and managed to ensure that 
they are received and spent in accordance with financial regulations.

All works proposed can be carried out within existing resources with Middleton 
Township’s s.106 open space budgets.

The funding for these projects is made up from s.106 Open Space 
contributions from the following developments: Helvellyn Drive (£10,368.77), 
Wood Street / Mosedale Road (£4,818.23) and Land off Lattrig Crescent 
(£2,113).

Risk and Policy Implications

As identified within the report, contributions from s.106 agreements, must be 
spent within the parameters of each of those legally binding documents. 
Where money is not spent within the appropriate parameters, then this risks 
legal challenge, which would present significant financial and reputational as 
well as legal risk to the Council.

Where there are any queries or where there is any uncertainty on spending 
contributions obtained through s.106 planning obligations, this should be 
raised and advice should be sought from Legal Services and where 
appropriate the Section 151 Officer, as any misspending may obviously 
impact on that function.

6.1

6.2

Consultation

7.1 Projects contained within this report have been developed in consultation 
with Elected Members and community groups.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8.

For Further Information Contact: Nick Barton, Tel: 01706924847, 
nick.barton@rochdale.gov.uk


